To present a true and full picture of medical delusions, the agency which the professional mind has had in the production and diffusion of them among the people must be unsparingly pourtrayed. This I have attempted to do in this essay; and I think the candid and intelligent reader will allow that the errors and delusions of the medical profession are delineated with quite as much faithfulness as are those which are strictly of a popular origin, and are clearly traced with them to their common source. The exposition which I make is not a partial one.
It is not a one-sided argument?a plea for the doctors against the people; but it is an attempt to show how both doctors and people have ever been liable to error, and how they have been alike in the common elements, if not in the forms, and modes, and fashions of their delusions. And while I ask the intelligent and rational among non-medical men to examine the sources of the delusions by which they may have been entrapped, I also earnestly request my medical brethren to look candidly at the enois of our profession; and then, while they aim to achieve a full deliverance from these, they will be less disposed to rail at the errors of the community, and will pursue in charity and patience the proper measures for their removal."
We trust that this hint will not be lost upon some spirited publisher, and that, in a verbatim reprint of Dr. Hooker's Essay, he may receive that justice which is his due.
